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times lie is more likely to arrive by motor-car,
He is received with honour, awl immediately the
bride's mother is sent for. Closely veiled* she conies
in a covered conveyance, and on her appearance the
legal ceremony that makes the actual marriage
begins,
But where is the bride ? Surely she is necessary
at this point of the proceedings I She is left behind
in her father's harem and has no voice in the matter.
The mother has her lawyer or vakil with her,
and the business begins as the tomtoms and pipes
are hushed and the company silenced lor a time,
The dowry is mentioned and formally promised
before the qazi. The bridegroom perhaps is asked
to make a confession of faith* Then he joins hands
with the vakil in ratification of the contract The
mother gives her consent and the marriage is
concluded* The qassi departs with a ceremonious
leave-taking, and the wedding party adjourns to
the bride's house.
For the first time bride and bridegroom arc to
meet The mothers and sisters of both are present
with other relatives. Musicians with pipes and
drums are assembled in the verandahs and yard,
and dancing women chant their love songs* Even
now, though they are husband and wife, their